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SEAMAN's LETTER, Ge. 


DEAR SIR. 


a E have often lamented together the un- 
| fortunate ſituation of our country: 
3 at a diſtance from public affairs, 
and concealed in the obſcurity of rural retire- 
ment, we have not forgot to think like Britons: 
In theſe times of difficulty and danger, when 
luxury, prejudice, and political animoſity, render 
mankind- inattentive to-their country, it is our 
duty at leaſt, if we cannot act ourſelves, to point 
out how our ancient reputation may be re- 
ſtored, our naval glory ſecured, and our ene. 
mies taught to confeſs the magnanimity, cou- 
rage, and reſolution of Great - Britain. Among 
the many unfortunate eyents of this war, we have 
lamented none more than our inferiority at ſea, 
laſt year, in every quarter of the globe. It is a 
melancholy truth,-and worthy the ſerious attention 
; B ; 2» of 


TY 

of thoſe who have even the ſmalleſt ſhare of re- 
putation or property to loſe. In compliance with 
your requeſt, I fit down to inveſtigate the matter 
with every attention in my power ; and I flatter 
myſelf, as I have conſidered my ſubjett with great 
care, I ſhall be able to amuſe you, at leaſt, if you 


ſhould not receive ſome inſtruction from the con- 
* of my letter. | 


Whoever ſhall conſider deliberately the preſent 
condition of the Navy, muſt attribute our infe- 


riority to the adoption of the following plans. 


1ſt. The breaking up; or converting a great 


number of ſhips of the line into ſtore-ſhips, Hulks, 


and break-waters, withqut' building a number 
nearly adequate in peace, and a much greater 
number in war, to Wenn chem. 


1 The, leaying ſins of. the line "Fr a conſi- 


55 derable time on, the ſtocks from an idea of ſea- 


ſoning their timbers, and a them of longer 
duration. | 1 


* = * of the laſt war the Navy of Great- 
3 in conſequence of the ſervice it had per- 
formed, required very large repairs; and it was 
neceſſary to break up ſome ſhips which had been 
worn out. Many of theſe had been employed 
previous to the peace of forty- eight; but, ſome 

, a 8 N of 


CF: 


of them having been built in a very, ſhort. time, 
during the laſt war, the whole number were indif- 
criminately, but very * erroneouſly, termed green 
ſhips; and an idea began to prevail that ſhips 
ſhould remain a conſiderable time on the ſtocks, 
before they could be fit for ſervice; and that hy 
keeping them in their frames, they would acquire 
a durability, equal to any ſervice expected from 
them. This idea, however, did not prevail gene- 
rally, till the appointment of Lord Sandwich, in 
ſeventy-one, his predeceſſors adopted it only in 
part. It ſeems to me, by the beſt enquiries that I 
am able to make, that they generally proceeded 
on the plan of repairing ſome, of breaking up 
others, and of building a number nearly adequate 
to thoſe they broke up. By the annexed liſts, 
No. 1, 2, and 3, it appears that Lord Hawke 
broke up fourteen ſhips of the line, built thir- 
teen, and leſt fifteen on the ſtocks; which, as he 
preſided four years at the Admiralty, makes 
one ſhip more than the proportion of three ſlips 
every year. I flatter myſelf it will appear to you, 
by theſe liſts, that the preſent idea of leaving ſhips 
of the line a conſiderable time on the ſtocks was 
not ſo favourably received in thoſe days. Lord 
Hawke had atted under the great Lord Chatham, 
and knew full well how ſerviccable thoſe green 
ſhips had been in the laſt war: and I am informed, 


* See the liſts, No 1 and 10. By the term green ſhips, we 


underſtand thoſe built in the hurry of _ war, _ January 
1756, to January, 783. | 
* | from 
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74 Zuns, in Canada. 


(4 } 


from a very reſpectable authority, that ſome little 


"ime previous to his quitting the Admiralty, (not 
ſatisfied with the number of ſhips launched every 
year in the King's yards, where the conſtruction 
and repair of tha docks very much impeded the 
ſervice) he adviſed the laying down ten ſail of 
the line, and five frigates, in the merchants yards “*; 
ſupporting his advice with this obſervation ; © That 
our enemies were peculiarly attentive to their 


The value of the merchants yards in war merits our at- 
tention, - From five builders yards only, in the river Thames, 
and from one at Harwich, 23 ſail of the line, as under, were 
launched in nine years and nine months. 


From October 1755, to June 1765, 


No 11 of 74 guns. 
| 1 — 70 
8 
a tf — 60 
23 


Beſides cheſr, a 70 and a 64 were built at Hull; a 74 at 
Milford, a 74 at Northam, a 64 at Leap, a 64 and 60 in the 
River Medway, total, thirty fail of the line; above three 
ſhips every year, without allowing for the time ſome of them, 
after the peace, were permitted by the Navy Board to ſtand 
in their frames. | 


Not to enumerate all the yards, where ſhips of the line 
raay be ſet on, I ſhall only mention the following, which 


may be added to the above: Eaſt Cowes, two; Ruckler's-hard, 
three; Buſsleton, one; and two or three at Liverpool. In 


1753, the French launched the Algonquin, of 1683 tons, and 


1 marine 
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marine; and that our fleet could only be termed 


< conſiderable in the proportion. it bore to that of 
the bouſe of Bourbon.” 


In this Wat was the ngvy, when the FS 
Lord came to preſide at the Adiniralty ; and as I 
do not wiſh to enter into an argument on the ſtate 
of the fleet at that time, I ſhall only ſay that it 
conſiſted of one hundred and n ſail of 


the line, viz. * 
Fit for ſervice "Is 4 80 
Building — | nb 15 
Repairing, and in a doubtful ſtate ©" 

Total 23 


See the annexed liſts, No 3, 4, 8, ©, and 7- 
The fleets of Frank and Spain, on a it of 


Jan. 1770, conſiſted of one hundred and three fail 


= the line, viz, 


French P o _—_— or 55 
Spann #14 


Total oy 


See the annexed liſts, Na. 8 and 9“. 


Here is a ſuperiority in favour of the Britiſh 
fleet of nineteen fail of the line, from which de- 


eln theſe it appears, that the French had not, on the 1ſt of 
January 70, any three-decked ſhips fit for ſervice, except the 
Bretagne and Ville de Paris, and thoſe only mounted go guns 


each, 
duQing 


— 


| t >; 


duQting ſeven, that I will. ſuppoſe our enemies to 


have launched in 1770, a remainder is left of 
twelve fail in favour of Great-Britain : I have 
not enumerated the fifteen fail building. 

Such was the ſtate of our fleet, when the idea 
was revived of its ruinous condition: as I do 
not wiſh to enter into that argument, nor mention 
the Admiralty more than I am obliged to do in 
treating on my ſubjeft, I can only ſay, that his 


| Lordſhip was.perſuaded by ſome perſons, during 


the firſt four years of his adminiſtration, for what 
reaſon I will not pretend to ſay, to negle&t the 
plan of his predeceſſors, and break up many ſhips, 
many more than he built, under a wrong idea, 
that the old ſhips were unſerviceable, and that 


the new ones ought to continue a conſiderable 
time on the ſtocks to ſeaſon their timbers. Im- 
preſſed with this idea, he broke up and took out 


of the line twenty-ſeven ſhips, the liſt of which, 
No 10, is annexed ; for although the Parliamen- 


tary Regiſter, of the 7th of February, 1775, 


vol. ii. page 51, makes his Lordſhip. fay, that he 


broke up forty fail of the line: 1 can only, on 
the ſtricteſt inveſtigation, find twenty-ſeven. 


of 
Of theſe the a on Lovd ley 
| liſt of ſerviceable ſhips. | 


On what ſervice fince Lord . l 
n, Guns new. | rere ae. 5 


eh In the Mediterranean until 
, 64 1 Si May, 1771, and when broken 


up, in 1774, had a good frame. 
| Near two years in the Wel- 
Achilles, 0 4k 12 Indies, after Lord Hawke re- 
i ſigned the Admiralty. | 


10 ? 'w 1 m—_—” 
, ay, 1771, ant _— OO 


"3 


One year and nine am 
Antigua, after the late Lord, 


Hawke reſigned, as a flag ſhip. 
The reſt were on Lord Hawke's lift of MSI 


and in a doubtfal ſtate. 

The navy having thivs loſ romnyulpien Gail of. 
the line, it is natural to ſuppoſe that twenty-five, 
at leaſt, would have been added to it from the 
king's yards, beſides thoſe contratted for in the 
merchants yards, of which Lord Sandwich, ac- 
cording to the plan of his predeceſſor had very 
| viſely availed himſelf; but we find, during theſe 
four years, only ſeven ſail of the line launched in 
the king's, and four in the merchants yards, as 
by the liſt, No 11, annexed appears, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſenſible and patriotic obſervation of 
his predeceſſor, That our fleet could only be 
* termed conſiderable, in the proportion it bore 
to that of the houſe of Bourbon.” Thus the 
navy was reduced fixteen fail of the line, and 
was rendered inferior to that of our enemies by 
four ſhips, without eſtimating the addition they 


* 


3 


4642 


had been making to their navy for four years from 
January, 1771, to January, 1775. Here was the 
fatal miſtake; to this you ſhould turn your atten- 
tion: The Houſe of Bourbon having gained theſe 
four years, it was itnpoſlible. to overtake them 
without laying down a conſiderable number of 


ſhips in the king's and merchants yards: but the 


falſe idea of peace, and of the eaſy conqueſt of . 


America, induced the Admiralty to flight this 


advantage, till they found too late the neceſſity of 
ſome exertion: but even when France and Spain 
had taken off the maſk, a falſe reliance on Hol- 


land and Ruſſia crippled our efforts, and rendered 


our exertions inadequate to thoſe generally made 
in war. It is true, only thitteen ſhips of the line 
have been broken up ſince January, 1778, and 


twenty- ſeven have been launched, as by No 12 


and 13 appears. But if we conſider that the Ad- 
miralty have had the: benefit of the merchants 
yards, and have been ſeven years in launching 
them, we: ſhall find, on comparing theſe ſhips 
with thoſe launched by Lord Hawke in four years, 
that the preſent Admiralty have not built five more 
than would have been built by their predeceſſors 
in the king's yards only, during the calm uninter- 
rupted tranquillity of a peace; and take the two 
periods together, from the iſt of Janvary 1771, 
to the iſt of January 1782, the Admiralty, at the 


| loweſt computation, have broken up two more 


{hips than they have built. You will naturally 
aſk, from what cauſe this has proceeded? from an 
idea, that ſhips built in a very ſhort time are unfit 


+ 


durable, they muſt continue for a- conſiderable 


L 
for ſervice, and that to render them in any reſpett 


time on the ſtocks; and ſuch is the miſtake of 


the Admiralty, notwithſtanding the manifeſt ſupe- 
_ riority of our enemies, the continued exertion of 


thoſe enemies, the capture of Lord Cornwallis's 
army, and the revival of the dying cauſe of Ame» 
rica, that the Polypheme, of 64 guns, the St. 
George and Glory, of g8, and the Royal Sove- 


' reign, of 100, ſet on in 1774, ſtill continue on 


the ſtocks, and the ſame blind, ill-fated ſyſtem is 
ſtill purſued, which chills every manly effort, and 
blaſts every exertion in the cauſe of our country. 


I come now to treat properly on my laſt head, 
the impropriety of continuing ſhips of the line too 


long on the ſtocks, from an idea, that their 
* timbers will be properly ſeaſoned. - It is princi- 
pally to this miſtake, that I attribute the inferiority 
of the Britiſh fleet, and our ill ſucceſs during this 
unhappy conteſt. Lord Anſon adopted a diffe- 
rent idea, and however lightly we may treat his 


Can any thing be more abſurd? The ſun in this 


country has never ſufficient power to extract the moiſture and 


wet out of the timber left expoſed to the atmoſphere- 1 


need ofily cite the practice of the dock- yards, where the 
timber is kept under ſheds from the rain, till uſed. What 
reaſon then can induce the Admiralty to order the timber, 
when in uſe, to be expoſed for ſeveral winters to the rain and 
inow ? J am told it is a new mode of ſeaſoning it. 


C memory, 
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memory, the Houſe of Bourbon owe their ſupe- 
riority to their having taken up that idea. It is 
well known they compleated a three- decker of 
110 guns in fourteen months at Breſt, two ſixty- 
fours in ſeven months at Toulon, and a ſeventy- 
four in the fleet which engaged Admiral Kempen- 


felt, was built, launched, rigged, and ſtored, in 
ninety-five days at Breſt. This is a ferious matter, 


and well worth the conſideration of the people, 
with whom no character ſhould ever have that 
weight, as to be permitted by any novel inven- 
tion, and a rigid obſtinacy in adhering to ſuch 
invention, to deſtroy not only the glory and proſ- 
perity of our country, but even to render the 
annihilation of our name, and the conqueſt of 
the country itſelf a matter of no great difficulty. 


I vrite not to increaſe the general deſpondency; 


1 certainly wiſh to alarm your apprchenſions; 


that if you ſhould be inattentive to your reputa- 


tion, you may at leaſt pay ſome regard to your 
ſafety, I ak thoſe gentlemen, who aſſert ſo 
loudly the decided ſuperiority of the Houſe. of 
Bourbon, and that our enemies can build ſhips too . 
expeditiouſly for us to keep pace with them, 
why they plunged us into this unhappy war? and 
with what idea they continue it? for as the fleet 
of the Houſe-of Bourbon, not to mention that of 


Holland, muſt increaſe in a progreſſive ratio with 


time, the period of our deſtruQtion muſt at laſt ar- 
rive, without the interpoſition of the other powers 


of 


L 1 Þ 


of Europe, or very uncommon exertions an our 
part: Poland forewarns us not to depend on the 


aſſiſtance of our neighbours: The * example of 
Rome inftruQts us in the magnanimity and glory of 
ſelf· exertion. We have reſources + if we pleaſe, 
to apply them; for I deny, as much as I deteſt 
chat poſition, which ſtates that the Houſe of 
Bourbon can always be ſuperior to us at ſea, 
whenever they ſhall have that object at heart. I 
know not any inſtance of it in hiſtory; in ſome 
Dre e m have been ſuperior ; but thoſe, 


G 2 eee 8 


* At the commencement of 3 rſt Punic . the 
Romans were not maſters of one ſingle galley, no not even 
of a bark, and were ſo little ſkilled in ſhip-building, that 
they had no model, till a Carthaginian galley was ſtranded 
on the ſhore; from which model, in fixty days, they not only 
built their fleet, but equipped it, cquſiſting of 100 quinque- 


remes and 20 tri-remes; and while theſe veſſels were on the 
ſtocks, they were taught to row, by being placed on ſeats 


on the ſea-ſhore in the ſame faſhion as they were to be 
placed in the gallies. In this manner were the Carthagi- 


nians, fo famous at ſea, driven out of Sicily: in this manner 


was the Carthaginian name annihilated—T ake warning {= 
Hook's Roman Hiſtory, vol. 2. p. 25. 


+ A very reſpe&able merchant, of great veracity, aſſures 
me, that there is ſuch a quantity of hemp and iron in the 
kingdom, as to render it not worth importing: the price 
at Peterſburgh, Stockholm, &c. being conſiderably higher 
than the price in Great-Britain. This clearly proves not 
only, that we do not want it, but that our enemies do. 


1 Herbert, Earl of Torrington, in his defence before the 
99 * 4 court 
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advantages were given them by the miſtake or 
negle& of our Admiralty; not by the ſupe- 
riority of their whole fleet + colleftively, or 
by their greater ſkill in maritime affairs. We 


have ports, men, and timber, and, if we pur- 


ſue the idea of Lord Anſon, and build our ſhips 


with as much diſpatch as poſſible, we ſhall (if hea- 


ven ſo pleaſes) regam our | repntation at ſea, 


recover thoſe opportunities our ſupineneſs has 


negletted, and chaſtiſe the inſolence of our ene- 
mies. At the cloſe of fifty.five, on the break» 


ing out of the French war, Lord Anſon had no 


more than 55 fail of the line, and the French 
had ga, as by the annexed liſts, No. 14 and 
15, appears; and theſe ' 52 were heavier ſhips, . 
For, at the cloſe of als, it appears by 


court, which acquitted him very juſtly for his action of 


Beachy-Head with a ſuperior French fleet, ſays amongſt other 
things “ I never heard but two reaſons given for our pre. 
% paring a weak fleet; to me they are very odd: that if we 
e arm out u ſtrong fleet the French will not come out, and 
© if we fit out all our firſt and * rates, 2 will be 
« left in harbour. 8 


0 think it neceſſary to acquaint this nd court, 
chat, not ſeeing matters go on ſo, well in the Admiralty 
« as 1 thought the ſervice required, I obtained the king's 
leave to quit the Board; that, ſince 1 could not prevent 


'#< the miſchief, I might have no ſhare in the blame,” En- 
. tick's Naval Hiſt, Page 547, 548. 


+ Where we, as well as our enemies, have uſed every fort 
to acquize a reſpectable navy. | | 
the 
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the liſt; No. 16, that he ſent to ſea a navy of 96 
ſhips of the line, which carried glory and conqueſt: 
wherever they ſailed. I may be told they were 
green ſhips, I confeſs they were; but I am yet to 
learn that they were not ſuperior in their conſe- 
quence to the ſeaſoned ſhips of modern days; and 
as to their durability, examine the liſts, No. 1 and 
10, you will. there find that none of theſe ſhips 
are on the liſt of thoſe broken up by Lord Hawke; 
and of the 28 condemned by Lord Sandwich, 
only ſeven were of this deſcription; and of theſe 
the Africa, Dorſetſhire, Achilles, and Edgar, had 
good frames. The Norfolk had been crippled by. 
a very ſevere ſervice. in the Eaſt-Indies, where ſhe _ 
carried Admiral Corniſh's flag, 18 Oct. 1763. .The.. 

America was injured in the ſame ſervice, by the 
hurricane on the iſt of January 1761, beſore 
Pondicherry ; - and the Montague, beſides her ſer- © 
vice in the war, had been i in commiſſion near three 
years ſince the peace, in the Weſt-Indies, where 
ſhe carried Admiral Man's flag. Not to trouble 
you with the names of thoſe ihips now in the 
navy, I ſhall ſele& the Burford, which was built 
in ten months, in the year fifty- ſeven, was on ſer- 
vice in fixty-ſeven, and is now in the Eaſt-In- 
dies with the Superbe, another ſhip of the ſame 
claſs. It is now almoſt twenty-five years fince ſhe 
was built, and from the papers that have accident- 
ally fallen into my hands, ſhe was by no means 
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the beſt ſhip of that deſcription. This is one of 
the many arguments that may, be uſed in favour of 
ſhips built in a ſhort time ; and yet canwe require 
arguments, when our enemies are ſuperior to us, 
when they eagerly contend to maintain that ſupe- 
riority, and when the example of Lord Anſon, ap- 
proved by Lord Chatham, points the way to vic- 
tory ? You have been told that he had to contend 
with a very inferior force; the annexed liſts, No. 
14 and 15, diſprove. that aſſertion. He ſaw too 
clearly the value of our fleet to be deceived into 
a dangerous fecurity: and, notwithſtanding the 
poſitive aſſurances to the contrary, had, as in the 
annexed hiſt, No. 16, appears*, a fleet, in four 
years, ſuperior, by 720 guns, to that which has 
coſt us double the ſum to maintain in a ſtate, de- 
ſtructive 


* See the annexed liſt, No. 19, which ſhews that Lord 
Anſon built as under in ſeven years. 


No. Rate, Guns. 
6 — 2 — 90 
19 — 3 _ 74 
2 — 3 — 70 
0 2m 3 12 64 
8 — 4 _ _bo 
Total 40 2974 


* I know 


LW:3 


ſtructive to our naval reputation, and totally ina- 
dequate to the maintenance of the — and 
glory of our country. 


I remain your's, 

&c. &Cc. 

Leith, F 
Jan. 10, 1782. 


I know Lord Anſon died in June 1762, but the ſhips of the 
litt, No 19, that were launched in 1762, were ſo forward that 
they may juſtly be given to his lordſhip. 
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No 1. 


A Liſt of Ships of the Line, taken to Pieces 
* dquring Lord Hawke's Adminiſtration: 


r 


— 


Ships Names. | Fn Age. 
Koyal Ann —— 100 | 1716 . 
Royal Sovereign — — 100 1725 
uke — Gras — 901739 
Culloden — — .— 74 | 17 
Grafton — — 
Monmouth — — — ba 1742 
Naſſau — — 1444 
Prince Frederic* — — 64 | 1740 
Eagle —— — — 1745 
Rupert — — — 1740 
Canterbury — — 1 501174 
Formidable (French) 80 | 
Moro . . - nn 
Soverano (nin Total 14 70 | 


No 2. 


A | Liſt of New Ships of the Line, acid during 
| Lord Hawks Adminiſtration. 


AS A: .. aL ICS MM Ei. zq 


Ships Names. Guns — 

Bar fleur 1 . — go | 1768 

ueen — — 90 1769 
Ajax — — it 4 
Elizabet!k- — 74 | 1769 
Marlborough — enn 74 | 1767 
Reſolution. —d. — 74 | 1770 
Royal Oak — — 74 | 1769 
Intrepid — — — 64 | 4770 
Prudent — — 64 | 1768 
Raiſonable — — 64 1768 
Trident — — 64 | 1768 
Worceſter — Total 13. 64 | 1769 


1 give this ſhip to Lord Hawke, the was ordered to be broken up "in his 
although it was not done till be had quitted the Adggiralty. 
b Lf TT D ; *. ö No III. 
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A Liſt of Ships of the Line, left upon the Stocks, 


building when Lord Hawk: reigned ; with 


the Time when they were expetted to be 


launched, as taken from the Journals of Par- 


—_— 

Ships Names. 8 Where building. 22 wor * AIAN * , 
Pr. . 9oſ[ Chatham [Auguſt 17723 Iny g. 1772 

Prſs. Royal go Portſmouth -[18 Oct. 1773 

Formidable oo Chatham Uncertain 20 Aug. 1777 
Bedford 74\Woolwich {|Septemb. 1773 
Berwick 74 Portſmouth Septemb. 1772 1775 
Conqueror [|74'/Plymouth [Uncertain June 1775 
Cumberland |74\Deptford March 1773 1774 
Grafton, 74\Ditto 26 Sept. 1771 
Culloden /A Ditto July 1773 1776 
Defiance 64 Woolwich October 1771021 Nov. 1771 
Lion 64 Portſmouth Septemb. 1772] May 1778 
Monmouth 54 Plymouth [June 1992] - 1773 
Sterl. Caſtle 64 Chatham Uncertain 't 1776 
Ruby 64 Woolwich  |Septemb. ys © 1775 
Nonſuch JA Plymouth [Uncertain June 1775 
Neis. = © | | 
4 * 8 * 1 

1 — No 4. 
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C19 J 
No 4. 
A Liſt of Ships leſt in Commiſſion by Lord Hawxx, 


whoſe Repairs are enumerated below; as alſo 
- the Degree of each Ship's Repair, when com- 
pleted, and the Time ſhe was on Service with- 
out Repair, ſubſequent to Lord HAwWEES Re- 
ſignation. i 


"Fay Time In Years and Months 
that each Ship has been in : 
| Commiſſion, w.thoutRe- Whether New, Year 
Ships Names. 3 pair, ſince Lord Hawke re- or in whatDe-ſwhen” 
: : ſigned the Preſidency at | gree repaired. com- 
lol the Admiralty, nd whe- | - pleted. 
| 5 ther on Service at ES. 2 
R ome.] oer Abroad. N 
ASKS Rb g | 
Barfleur I IIe 1768 
Sea 8 0 Slight rep. [1770 
Namur 0 6 Midl. rep. [1766 
Royal Willi o 3] I light 1764 
Prſs. Amelia 12 8 Jamaica Midling [1765 
Cambridge 6345 : Slight 1765 
Terrible . New 1763 
Egmont 416 i New 1176 
Elizabeth 0,3 |2 0 Weſt-Indies | New | 176g 
 Reſolation + 3} 'New 1770 
Royal Oak 90]. New 1769 : 
Torbay _ 7 © Large rep. [1770 
arlborough 30 _ [New 1767 
r. of Wales 74 4.1 6 Weſt-Indies | New 1765 
Albion , [74[4 6] New 1763 
Dublin 741 4 6 Midl. rep. 1767 
Defence 7440 3 New 1763 
Ajax 542 3 New 1767 
Triumph 7444 o New 1764 
Fame 7440 3 Midl. rep. 1708 
Lenox 7440 Ditto 1767 
Centaur 7414 6 1 Large rep. 1770 
Buckingham [7 4 4 Eaft-Indies | Large. rep. 1765 
 Northumberl. [7c 4 4 Eaſt-Indies | Large rep. 1768 
. Orford © þc 4 4 Eaſt- Indies Large rep. [176 
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When broken up, in 1774, had a ſound frame. | 


ume in Y ears and Montus HOT 
that each Ship has been in 
| Commiſſion, withoutRe- [Whether New, Vear 
Ships Names. | , pair, fince Lord Hawke ] or in what De-ſwhen 
| 5 reſigned the Preſidency at. | gree repaired. com- 
; © | the Admiralty, and We- pleted 
pj | t ier on Service at 
N Home or Abroad. * 3 
1 xv. M. V. M. Where. j | 
Boyne 70] 3 9140 9 North-Am. | New 1766 
Dorſetſhire“ |7of o 4 Mediteran. |- [ 
Somerſet 70 3 9 | o 9 North-Am, | Large rep.|1770 
St. Albna 64]1 0 | 1 9 Weſt-Indies | New 1764 
Conqueſtadore 6440 4 Large rep. | 1766 
Trident 64 3 4 Mediteran. | New 1768 
Raiſonable 644 6 | Neu 1768 
Prudent 6441 3] 3 4 Faſt- Indies New 1768 
Intrepid 644133 © Ditto | New 1770 
Bientaiſant [64]o 4 Midl. rep. | 1770 
Africa 5440 4 Ditto 1767 
Aſia 6443 9 | o 9 North-Am. | New 1764 
Captain 64] 3 3 Ditto Large rep. | 1766 
F.flex 6440 4 Midl. rep. | 1767 
lodeſte 64 2 0 Weſt-Indies | Ditto 1767 
Worceiter 646 6 * | New 1769 
Edgar 60 a 4 Mediteran. | Small rep. | 1770 
Achilles 6c 1 9 Welt-Indies | Ditto 1768 
Dunkirk 6c io Ditto ' Midl. rep. [1768 
Montague 60 1 9 Ditto Small rep. | 1767 
Pembroke of _| 1 10 Mediteran.| Ditto 1768 
Panther * [60] 4 © Newfoundl. | Large rep. | 1768 
Total 47 


— 


3 
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1 5. 


A Liſt of Ships of the Line employed as Guard- 
ſhips in 1770, left in Commiſſion by Lord 
Hawk, with the Time when each Ship was in 

Dock, and her Condition examined. 


Time when 


tt 


No 6. 
A Lift of Ships of the Line in Ordinary and in 
| good Condition, 31 Dec. 1770. 


i. tre ee AM. 


1 


air Nen 3 122 | Shipr Nuns: | 8 in Dock. 
Arfogant [74110 Apr. 1770 St. Antonio 640/28 Mar. 1770 
Bellona 45 Apr. 17700 Belleiſle 6428 Feb. 1770 
Cornwall }74126 Mar. 1770 Firm 50029 Mar. 1770 
Hero 74112 Mar. 1770 Rippon 60025 May 1770 
Ramillies J%ADitto | 
Temeraire |74}11 Apr. 177c| [Total 12, 

Yarmouth oz) Feb. 1770 

Auguſta 4012 Apr. 1770 


» ws 
Ships Names. 


Britannia 
Royal George 
Victory 
Blenheim 
London 


Queen 


Union 


a 


Guns] Ships Names. [Guns.] Ships Names. Guns. 
100] Neptune go | Warſpight 74 
100| Canada 74 | Invincible 74 
100 Hercules | 74 | Robuſte 74 

g90| Monarch 74 | Magnificent | 74 
90 Ruſſel 74 | Kent 74 
90 Shrew{bury | 74 Exeter 64 
90 Suffolk | 74 | Europe | 64. 
g Total 21 | 
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No 7. 


A Liſt of ſhips repairing, or in a doubtful ſtate, 
when Lord Hawke, reſigned the Admiralty. 


1 FO "SE * PER" 1 4 „ 


Guns. 


Remarks on each'Ship. 


EY — 


Africa 


Ardent 


Alcide 
Belliqueux 
Chicheſter 
Courageux 
Devonſhire 
Burford 


0 


90 


90 


| 


| 


| 


y 


ö 


| 


| 
1 
2 
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Theſe two ſhips had, when broken up, 
good frames, and it would certainly 
have been better to have cut them 
down. | 

This ſhip carried Sir George Rodney's 
flag in 1780, 


| 


This ſhip was fold in 1774, and 


broken up in London river; ſhe 
had only ſeven top-timbers on her 
ſtarboard fide bad, and fifteen on 
her larboard fide; her beams, knees, 
c. &c. were perfectly ſound, and 
her upper-deck beams were in ſuch 
excellent condition, - that they were 
taken from her, and immediately 
put into a ſhip rebuilding in Mr, 
Wells's yard for the ſervice of the 
French Eaſt-India company. Her 
iron-work was in no degree de- 
cayed.—N. B. She was one of 
Lord Anſon's green ſhips. 5 — 
This ſhip was built at Hull; ſhe had 
been launched only about ſix years. 
An old French ſhip taken in the year 


I755. 

An ald ditto ditto, 1758. 

In ordinary at Plymouth. | 

French, taken in 1759. | 

1 in 1745, and reduced from 80 
guns in 1747 | 


Van guard 
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No 42. 


Fee Orange 64 


Names. 5 4 Remarks un each Ship. 
1 . 8 
Vanguard 70 
Swiftſure 70 
Reyna 174 
Superbe 74 
Dragon 744 
Tyger 4 
os 7 In ordinary, her ſcantling was too 
al I for her rate, which perhaps 
Edinburgh 64 was _ cauſe of her not being re- 
| aire 
Fondroyant | 80 An old French ſhip, taken 1 in 17 58. 
Hampton- Co. | 64 In ordinary at Plymouth. 
A Spaniſh built ſhip, + with a found 
Infanta 70 - Shu 
; I | Was broken u in 1773, but had a 
Lancaſter Do ſound frame. P | 915 
Magnanime A French built ſhip, taken in 1747. 
Man 7+] In ordinary at Portſmouth. 
Norfo!k 24 In on at _ 
| 1 In ditto, at Chatham, with a found . 
Revenge 64 8 
Thund 2 In ditto, at Portſmouth, was loſt with 
pot 74 | Commodore Walſingham. 
Valiant 74 In ditto at ditto, 
Warſpite 74] In ditto at ditto. 
America 60 | 
St. Anne | 60 
Anſon 60 
1 60 
eſiance 60 
wk All theſe ſhips of 60 guns were in or- 
Florenti P Sun 
ky 185 2 dinary at the different . 
Nottingham | 60 
Windſor 6004 
Weymouth 604 
Vork 1680. 
Med way 60 Repaiting at Chatham. 


was converted into a ſheer hulk at 


Had ſo good a frame of timber PRE he 
| Sheerneſs in 177%: 


No 8. 
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No 8. 


Liſt of the F rench ſhips of the line, on the iſt of 
January, 1770. 


Ar TovLovn. 
Le Content. 


64 


Names. 5 Names 5 
| © 2 #3 1 1 
Ar BRRST. L'Eveille, 64 
La Bretagne, 90 L' Union, | 64 
La Ville de Paris, 90 || Le Sphinx, 1 64 
Le St. Eſprit, 80 |] Le Protee, | 64 
La Couronne, 80 |] L*Arteſien, 64 
Le Duc de Burgoyne, | 80|| Le Sage, 64 
L'Orient, 74 || Le St. Michell, 62 
Intrepide, | 

Ie Sceptre, — AT Tourox. 
Le Magnifique, 74 Le Languedoc, 80 
Le Palmier, 74 1] Le Tonnant, 80 
Le Defenſeur, 740 Le Protecteur, 74 
Le Gloneux, 74 || Le Zele, 74 
Zodiaque, 74 / Le Bourgogne, 74 
e Diademe, 74 |] Le Marte los, 74 
Le Minotaure, 741] Le Guerrier, 74 
Le Citoyen, 74 [ Le Souverain, 74 
Le Robuſte, 74 L' Hector, 74 
Le Six Corps, 74 |] Le Caſar, 74 
Le Diligent, 74 || Le Triton, 64 
Le Conquerant, 74 || Le Fantaſque, 64 
L'Actif, 74 || L' Avanturier, | 64 
Le Bien Aime, 74 || Le Haſard, 64 
La Vidoire, 74 La Provence, 64 
Le Northumberland, 68 || Le Vaillant, 64 
Le Solitaire, 64 || Le Hardi, 64 
Le Vengeur, 64 || Le Bizarre, | 64 

Le Brillant, 64 Total 53 1 
Ships unfit for Service. 

„ AT Rochroxr. AT Beer. 

Dauphin Royal, . 70 Le Royal Louis, 116 


55 d 


UC 1 


A Laſt of the Spaniſh Ships of the Line on the 
1ſt of 56 2 a 


- - 


Names. 


Ar FERROL. 


St. Charles 

St. Ferdinand 

St. Vincent Ferrer 
St. Nicolas de Barri 
St. Louis 

Gallice F : 
St. Paſcal Baylda 

St. Jean Nepomuceno 
St, Francis d' Aſhze 
St. Domingue . 


St. Auguſtin 


Aquiles 


Ferme 
Terrible 

St. Genaro 
Gallardo 
Diligente 
Magnanimo 


Guerro 


Poderoſo 
Arrogante 
Africa 
Dichoſo 
Oriente 

St. Iſidore 
St. Julien 

St. Habelle _ 
St. Jacques 


&S . 
. 


Names. | 
E Caviz, * 
Phoenix "a 80 
Rayo 80 
Princeſſa | py 70 
St. Laurent 70 
Brillant | 70 
Peruvien 60 
Ar CARTHAEEN A. 
Velaſco 7 68 
Glorioſo 68 
Vencedor 68 
Monarca 68 
AT THE HAvanxa, | 
La St. Trinite 1112 
St. Joſeph 1 374 70 
St. Francis de Paulo 70 
St. Michel | 64 
AT Sta. 
Triumphante 70. 
Atlante , 20 
Septentrion 64 
Buen Conſejo 62 
AT VERA CRUZ. 
Eſpagne 62 
Dragon | 62 
Total 48. | 
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No 10. 


A Lift of Ships of the Line broken up, or taken 

cout of the Line by Lord Sandwich, from the 
Year 1770 to 1775, including à Period of 
four Years. Li Nw 


Prince 
St. George 
Norfolk 
Dorſetſhire 
Vanguard 
Swittſure 
Devonſhire 
Lancaſter 
Infanta 
Reyna 


Africa 


Hampton-Co.|6, 


Alcide 
Edinburgh 
Anſon 
Dreadnought 
Achilles 
Windſor 

St. Florentine 
Edgar' 
Montague 
Nottingham 
America 

Pr. of Orange 
Revenge 


Weymouth 
Verk 


— 93 


How diſpoſed of. 


— 


— — — — — 


— 


— 


Broken up at Plymouth, 1775. 
Ditto at Portſmouth, 1773. 
Ditto at ditto, 1774. 

Ditto at Chatham, 1775. 
Ditto at Portſmouth, 1775. 
Ditto at Plymouth. © 


Ditto at ditto, 
Ditto at Portſmouth, 1773, 
Spaniſh, fold in 1775. 

Ditto, f 
1 in 1774, and broken up at 

Blackwall, 1775, 3 
Broken up. 264, 
French ditto, 


17 | 
1747 1 Theſe five were all converted into 


| hulks to receive the companies of 
\ | ſhips going into dock. 


J] French | , 
| Theſe five were converted intobreak- 
Waters at Sheerneſs, or broken 


up in 1773 or 1774. 


Conv. into a ſheer hulk at Sheerneſs. 

Made a church-ſhip of at Chatham, 

The e were worn out in the Eaft- 
Indies, and broken up at Cha- 


tham, about the year 1773. 


No 11, 


"Reg? ] 


75 


A Liſt of Ships of the Line launched by Lord 

Sandwich from 1770 to 1775, including four 
Years, and diſtinguiſhing thofe built in the 
King's Yards from thoſe built by Contract. 


Names of Ships built in the Guns. Where Calle, © 2 ear 
King's Yards. | when- 
2 ; W : t 1 _ TP IO launched x 
Prince George 1490 Chatham 1772 
Princeſs Royal . 90 Portſmouth 1773 
Grafton | 74 | Deptford 1771 
Cumberland 74 | Ditto 1774 
Defince 100-9 «6 
efianice | 64 | Ditto 1771 
Monmouth 64 Plymouth 1772 
Names of Ships built in the uns. Where built. Yew, © 
Merchants Vards. | when 
| | | N aunc ed 
Hector 74 River Thames 1 1773 
i." 74 | Ditto 1 1774 
igilant 64 Buckler's Hard 1774 
Eagle 64] River Thames i 
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A Liſt of Ships of the Line broken up, or con- 


verted into Store-Ships, Hoſpital or Priſon 
Ships, &c. from January, 1775, to January, 
1782, including a Period of ſeven Years. 


hn. * 


* - U p * 


p 0 * 
Names. 7 How diſpoſed of. 
ty ! 


Belliqueux 64 — u 
5 onverte into a ſtore-ſhi , named 
_— th 4 _ Grampus, and ſunk at lea. 
icheſter 70 roken up. 
Magnanime 74 | Ditto. f 
11 = gt et mo an hoſpital- tip at 
Modeite 64 | Ditto a priſon-ſhip at ditto. 

MAY Ditto a ſtore ſhip, named the Levia- 
Nor humberiand| 70 j than, and ſunk at fea. | 
Orford 70 | Ditto an hoſpital-ſhip at Sheerneſs. 
Temeraire 174 Ditto a battery at Plymouth, 
Warſpite | 74 Ditto a ſignal-ſhip at Portſmouth. 

3 | Ditto a halk to receive men from 
Firm | 50 ſhips in dock. 

Pembroke 60| Ditto a hoſpital-ſhip in America, 
Jerſey 97 4 60 | Ditto a ditto. 
otal 13. 


CF *** 


No 18. 


A Liſt of new Ships of the Line, launched by 
Lord Sandwich, from the King's and Mer- 
chants Yards, between the iſt of January, 1775, 
and the 1ſt of January, 1788, — a 
Period of ſeven Lean. 


Names. Guns. 2 Names. be | 
Alcide | 74 || Fortitude 174 
Alexander ] 74 [] Goliah 4 
Alfred 74 Inflexible | 64 
Africa 1 54] Lion — FR 
Agamemnon | 64 |] Montague | 74 _ 
America 64 || Magnanime . | 64. 
Anſon | | 64 |] Nonſuch * r 
Bedford | | 74 {| Repulſe "PUP -_. - 
| Berwick | 74 || Ruby 64 
Belliqueux 64 || Sultan * _ 
Conqueror“ 174 Sampion A 
Duke | go JJ Sceptre. SS > 
Edgar * 1] 74 j| Warrior 1 * 
Formidable 90 Tot e 


a LA. ov 


— 8 „ 1 


* The three ſhips, againſt whoſe names this mark * ands, bees, un- 
ſerviceable in leſs than fix years, from the time of their being launched; 
two of which were built in the king's yards, I mention this, becauſe 1 arri 
1 to their having ſtood a very n time in their frames. 
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No 14. 


A Lift of Ships of the Line fit for Service on the 


Ziſt of December, 1755, in the Adminiſtration 
of che late Lord Anſon. 


Names. uns. Names. Guns, 
Barfleur 90 Effex 64 
Duke go Fougeux 64 
St. George go [| Ipſwich 64 
Primce George 90 [| Intrepide -64 
Prince go || Monmouth 64 
Ramillies 90 [| Naſſau | 64 
Cambridge 80 || Reven 64 
Newark 80 Sterling Caſtle 64 
Culloden 74 || Prince Frederick 64 
Invincible 74. |} Auguſta 60 
Monarch 174 [St. Alban's 60 
Terribl= 74 Defiance 50 
Torbay 74 [| Dunkirk 60 
Buckingham 70 Dreadnought 60 
Chicheſter | 70 [|| Eagle 60 
Cumberland 70 || Jerſey 60 
Grafton 70 || Kingſton 60 
Hampton Court 70 || Princeſs Louiſa 60 
Kent 70 || Princeſs Mary 60 

_ Lancaſter 70 {Medway 60 
Northumberland 70 — — 1 60 
Orford 20 || Weymouth '60 
Somerſet 70 — 160 
Vanguard 70 2 | 60. + 
Yarmouth 82 170 1F 60 | 
Captain 64 Sunderland 60 
Edinburgh 64 [Vork 60 
Eli 64 | Total 55. 
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IPODS 


A Liſt of the * of the French Navy, giſt 
December 1755, with Weir Names, and Num. 
ber of Guns. 


No 45. 
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Where built. Ships Names. 
Breſt Le Soliel Royal 
Toulon Le Tonant | 
Breſt Le Formidable 
Toulon Le Foudroyant 
Rochford Le Duc de Burgogne 
Toulon L*Ocean 
Breſt L'Intrepide 
Ditto Le Sceptre 
Toulon Le Conquerant 
Rochford Le Couronne 
Breſt Le Magnifique 
Toulon Le Temeraire 
Rochford Le Floriſſant 
Ditto Le Prudent 
Breſt L'Entrepenaat 
Ditto Le Hero 
Ditto Le Palmier 
Ditto Le Courageux 
Toulon Le Redoutable 
Ditto Le Guerrier 
Canada L' Algonquin 
Breſt Le Defenſeur- - 
Toulon L' Hector | 
Rochford Le Glorieux 
Breſt Le Dauphin Royal 
Toulon Le Ferme | 
Rochford Le Juſte 
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Where built. 


Ships Names. 


— 


— — 


Breſt 
England 
Breſt 
Toulon 
Breſt 
Ditto 
'Foulon 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Breſt 
Ditto 
Rochfort 
Breſt 
Toulon 
Ditto 
Breſt 
Rochfort 
Ditto 
Breſt 
Rochfort 
Toulon 
Breſt 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Toulon 


—— 


* 


Le Superbe 
Le Northumberland 
L*Orogon 

Le Content 
Le Hercule 

Le Prothee 

L' Achille 

Le Triton 
L*Orphee 
L'Hluftre 
L'Opiniatre 

L' Hardi 

Le Bizarre 

Le Sage 


Le Lion 


Le Cliffe 
Le Capricieux 
L'Eveillé 


Le Bienfaiſant 
L'Inflexible 


Le Vaillant. 
Le Sphinx 

Le Raiſonable 
Le St. Michel 
Le Leopard 


Total 32. 
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December 1759. 


* FORD PTE" , 8 % — 0 — 2 œ— *** 


— 


— tr — . — — — 
Ships Names. |Guns| Ships Names. Ships. Names. Guns 
Ky : — adore 

Royal Anne }Jroo || Warſpite | 74 Nau ww > 
Royal George | |x00 || Bellona 4 74 Prince * 64 
Duke 90 {| Superb =. | 74 KRaſonable 164 
Marlborough 90 ] Buckingham 7 || Revenge - 64 
Namur 1 99 Burford I 70 || Sterling Caſtle | 64 
Neptune 190 || Chicheſter 70 |} Triden 164. 
Prince 0 Conqueror 70 || America 60 
Ramillies - - | go || Dorfetthire 70 [Achilles 60 
St. George 90 Devonſhire 70 St. Alban's | 66 
Sandwich | 90 || Staften J 70 Anſon 60 
Union on Hampton Court | 70 [| Defian 60 

Foudroyant 84 || Lancafter 70 || Dreadnought 60 

Royal William -j' $4 || Swiftfure © 70 Dunkirk en 0 
Nn Amelia } 80 |} Temple 70 {| Edgar | | 60 
ambridge Yo 9 mh | 70 Firm 21 46 
Newatk 80 FOrford _ | 79 |} Flocen 4 60 
_—_ 1] 74 1} Cumberland 70 ry bo 
Culio 8. 1174 Kent „ rtrep'd | 66 
Dublir, 1474 Somerſet I 70 K. 60 
Fame; , - 4{-74 ||} Yarmouth 70 Lion 60 
Hercules + | 74 || Alcide » | 64 || Princefs Louiſa 60 
Hero — © 7 74 {| Duc 4 Aquitane 64 || Princeſs May | 60 
Lenox 174 Bedford | 64 Medway 60 
Magnanime 74 Belliqueux 64 Montague 60 
Mars * 74 || Berwick 164 Nottingham +60 * 
Monarch 74 || Bienfaiſant 64 Panthe 60 
Norfolk _ 74 || Captala © _ | 64 Pecabroke 60 
Shrewſbury 74 || Edinburgh | 64 || Rippon 60 
Tameraire 74 || Elizabeth 64 JI Tyger 60 
Thunderer | 74 Prin. Frederick | 64 jj Weymouth 60 
Torbay 1474 Modeſte 64 J Windfor 60 
Valiant 74 || Monmouth | 64 [| Ver 96. 60 


F 4 


A Liſt of 1. of the Line on Service 1 af 
December 1761, 


2 
of ff 
12 — 


, 
— 
1 : 


No yr 


LA * 


Britannia 


Royal George 


Victory 
Barfleur 
Duke 
Formidable 
London 
Namur 
Ocean 


Pris. George 


Queen 


Union 
Foudroyant 
Gibraltar 
Pris. Amelia 
Ajax 
Albion 
Alcide 
Alexander 
Alfred ' 
Arrogant 
Bedford 
Bellona 
Berwick 
Canada 
Centaur 
Conqueror 
Coumgeuz 


Ships Names. ben 


| 


- 


| 


74 


Ships Names. Pre 


| 


74 | 


Cumberland | 74 
Deſencde 74 
Dublin 74 
Edgar 74 
Fortitudde 74 
Fame 174 
Goliah _ 74 
Herchles 74 
Hero 74 
Invincible 74 
Marlborough | 74 
Monarch 74 
Montague 74 
Magnificent - | 74 
Ramillies 74 
Reſolution 174 
Robuſt 74 
Royal Oak 74 
Ruſſe!l 74 
Shrewſbury 74 
Sultan 174 
Triumph 2 74 
Torbay 74 
Valiant 74 
Warrior 74 
| Africa | 64 
Agamemnon | 64 


1 


ö 
America 64 
Anſon 64 
Burford | 64 
Belliqueux 64 
1] Bienfaiſant | 64. 
Eagle 64 
La wy 64 
Exeter 64 
Inflexible 64 
Intrepid | 64. 
Lion 64 
Magnanime þ 64 
Monmouth J 64 
Nonſuch 64 
Princeſſa 64 
Pr. William 64 
| Prothee 64 
Prudent 164 
Repulſe 64 
St, Alban's 64 
Sampſon 64 

Sceptre » 64 

Worceſter 64. 
Yarmouth | 64. 
Buffalo 60 
Medway , 60 
Panther 69 
Total 82. 


Total 6006 guns in the fleet of 1781, 
6726 1 in the _ of 1759. 


720 balance in favour of the fleet of 1759. 
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A Liſt of the New Ships launched by Lord Ax- 
sox, from the 1ſt of January, 1756, to the gilt 
of December, 1762. 


omit 


8 N 5 -\ when * 
ys © | ben © |aunch. 
ritannia 100 | 1962 6o | 1759 
— G 100 | 1756 60 "= 
Blenheim. go | 1761 . 
Namur | 99] 1756 2 
Neptune 90 1756 175 
Occan 90 | 1761 
Sandwich go | 1759 
Union 90 | 1756 
Princeſs Amelia 80 | 1757 Beſides theſe forty laun-] ; * 
Arrogant 474] 1761 ched quite new, and 

ona 74 | 1760 || great number rebuilt, 
Cornwall 74761 che following 
Dragon 174] 2760 |} captured. 
Publin 74 | 1757 | 
_ 74 | 1759 det nut a 
Hercu 74 | 1759 F 80 170 
evo 74 ld .. — 80 —— 
Kent 7+ | 772-J|Centaur 74 | 17 
Lenox 74 1758 Courageux 74 | 76 
Norfolle 714 | 1757 Moro 7411762 
Reſolution 74 | 1758 Reyna . 74 | 176% 
Shrewſbury 74 1755 eee 74 | 1762 
Superd 74 | 3722 remeraire | 74 | 21759 
Terrible 74 | 1792 Tyger | 74 | x7 
Thunderer 74 | 2700 nn 64 1761 
Yaliant 74] 759 (st. Antonio 64 | 1762 
Warſpite 74 | 2758 Selüqueun 64 | 1758 
Burford f 201757 IIBelleifle 64 — 
Darſetlhire 70 | 2757 ( Sienfaitant 64 | 1758 
Africa 64 | 1761 Modeſte 64 | 17 
Eſſex 64 | 2769 Conqueſsdore 6o | 1763 
Achilles 80 | 3757 [st. Florentine bo | 2759 
Ametica | bo | 1757 . Total 18. | | 
Edgar | 6o | 758] 
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